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I!. Fart of a Letter from Mr. Nicolas Witfen, 
Bnrgermafler o/Amfterdam » giving a farther 
Relation of the Horrible burning offome Moun- 
tains of the Molucco Iflands. 

AT prefent nothing offers it felf, except a farther 
Relation of the horrible burning of fome Moun- 
tains of the Molucco Iflands : whereof I formerly gave 
fome account to a very Eminent Member of the Royal 
Society. Wherefore, I make bold to fend you the true 
Translation of feveral Letters fent to me from thole 
Parts by the laft Ships. To which I add, That the 
Mountain Kemas or Brothers, in the Territory of Ma- 
nado, is blown up with a moft dreadful noife, as of 
the hardeft Thunder, which caufed Darknefs and 
Earthquake, with very heavy Blows, and other difrrral 
Signes at Ternata : which Noife hath aifo been heard 
at Amloyna. The Mountain of Brimftone upon Am- 
i>oyna t called Wawany % does alfo burn dreadfully. 

From all which it feemcth evident that in thole Parts 
and Seas, there are Subterraneous Fires, having a mutu- 
al Communication one with another : Which God 
knoweth but may fome time caufe the fudden fubver» 
fionofthem, and confequently a notable Change or 
Alteration of the Worlds Globe. Thofe who have ken 
thefe things with their own Eyes, and are arrived from 
thence laft Year have told me, that when a hole is 
made in the Ground 10 or iz Foot deep, the Ground 
is warm. 

And fo after hearty Salutation, I remain, 

lours, &c. 

K k k k Copy 



C 53° ) 

Copy of a Letter Witten in the Molucca Ifiands, in the 
Tear i6(jj, to the Eurgermafier Wjtfen. 

>**lpO give you fome account of things happened at 
X Banda; \ muft tell you, k hath pieafed God to 
let us fee his wonderful Works, and Mighty Hand, up- 
on the xoth of November of the laft Year, which hath 
never been ken by any Perfen now living. 

On the about the Evening was 

feert a very thick Smoak about the top of the Mount 
Gounong Apy, which was much augmented on the z % 
and 2,2, and that Night the Flame breakout; On the 
x}, 24, and fome following Days, the Fire was conti- 
nually increasing on the Well fide, and with fudi blows, 
as if the greateit Pieces of Canon bad been discharged; 
So that we were fearing that the whole Mountain 
ihould have been cafl upon us. A day of Humiliati- 
on and Prayer was Proclaimed by the Government a- 
gainft the Seventh throughout all Banda. Sometimes 
the Mount brought forth fuch a noifc , as the 
greatefl Storms can do about the Rigging of a Ship, 
or a Building on Shoar, and afterward followed the 
Stones on the "Weft fide as far as the Sea, which was a 
horrible Spectacle. Fiflhermen have related unto mc 
that fo many Stones have been call out already, that 
the place where they ufed to h*ih with Lines at 40 
Fathom water is now dry, and the Fire cometh forth 
out of the Water Co vehemently, that it is dreadful to 
fee, and the Water is fo hot that we cannot come 
near it. And now the Mountain burnetii mod to- 
wards the fide of the Loutoir, The Trees on the 
Eafl and Weft fide are altogether fpoifd, and the Weft: 
fide is covered with Stones God knoweth how high. 
The ftink of Brimftonc during the Wefierly Monibor?,' 
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is fo intollerable, that one could fcarce endure it in the 
Streets of Neira. The Noife continueth yet. How 
God Almighty will be pleafed to difpofe of us, is 
known to him alone. 

It caufeth a great Sicknefs on Neira : The Water 
which raineth down, is by reafon of the Brimftone and 
Saltpeter become fower and without a natural tail. 
The Gardens which were on the Geunong Apy, and 
formerly brought forth great ftore of Fruits for Mans 
livelihood are partly covered with Stones, and partly 
Defert. The greateft fear is becaufe it is confumed 
inwardly towards the old hole, which was blown up in 
the Year 1615-, and becaufe the Fire feemeth to take its 
courfe towards the South-Weft, and that it being quite 
hollow there will tumble inwardly, or be fubverted. I 
have been as near the Fire as I could approach, 'but the 
exceffive Noife, and calling of Stones made me draw 
back fpeedily. 

Copy of a Letter Written by another ferfonfrom Banda. 
to the fame Burgermajter. 

THE Mount Gomong Apy keeps us ftill in a con- 
tinual fear, bringing forth a Noife and Stones, 
and we fee nothing but Fire and Flame, which is con- 
tinually increafing. It cafteth out Stones round about 
the Mountain, and the Fire afcendeth fo high, that we 
can fee it above the high Land cat Venter , as k 
happened the fixth of this Month that the Stone and 
the Flame went up above the high Land, which was 
horrible to fee. 
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Extraft of another letter from the fame place to the fame 
Man. 

T JK J E are in fear becaufe of the Mount Gounong 
V V Apy, which burning continually doth caft out 
lo great a quantity of Fire and Arties, that the Trees 
of the Country Neira, and part of thofe on the high 
Country ofLoutoir, is fo much covered with Afhes,that 
not one good Fruit is to be expected from them. 

Copy of a Letter to the Burgermafler Witfen, from the 
Molucco Iflmdi the nth of June, 169$. 

IT is almoft impoffible for me to give a particular 
account of the prefent ftate oKBanda; for at Neira 
mere is neither Leaf nor Herb. The Ground is cover- 
ed with Stones and Allies ; the Trees look juft as thofe 
of our Native Country in Winter j one half of the high 
Country "is hkewife in a fad condition, many Trees 
be wholly or partly dead, and the reft lingring. 
If we are to have fuch another Weft Monfoon, all will 
periih to which that Wind can reach. Not one Houfe 
at Neira is demolished, feveral are quite without damage 
to the Ground by the weight of the Duft and Afhes ; 
and if all hands had not been continually at work to 
take and carry it off", not one Houfe had been left 
Handing in Neira. One of ray Houfes is down. 
Thole of Denter, Weyer, Celam, and the inward Coaft, 
as far as Waling, have likewife a fad experience of this 
Calamity. 

We are fometimes vifited with Earthquakes ; and 
cfpecially on the nth of May, about 2 a Clock in the 
Afternoon, we had two hard motions: Finally Banda 
meets with many Crofies. 
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